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How to Implement Unix-script in DEM

Session Maintain Business Process Activities (tgbrg5122m000)

Activity Type:  Other Application Program
Control Type: 

Code:  zoom in (tgbrg9540s000 Display Helper Applications)

External Code:  2
Argument: ${PATH}/<scriptname>

Activity Description:  <Change your password>
Activity Category:

AO Document:

Work Instruction:  No
Utility:

User Event

External Event

Timer Event

Automatic Event

Session Display Helper Applications (tgbrg9540s000)

Insert record if the following doesn't exist:

Extension
Platform



Description
Pathname

sh

UNIX (if you work with bx)

Unix shell
/bin/sh



Windows 95/Windows NT

(if you work with bw)

Additional text in English

The Code field is your reference to the Helper Applications defined in Maintain Helper Applications.

Helper Applications are only available in Baan IVc not in Baan IVb. In Baan IVb the activity type "Other Application" did not work consistently. On some platforms you where able to start a UNIX application in using this activity type in Baan IVb. You should try this. You should also in Baan IVb in the field Code fill in your shell name (example: sh).

In Baan IVc you can run UNIX application from a windows client!!! The setup is a little tricky. The platform type (second field) has to be set to your client platform, not your server platform. So if you are using a Win95 or WinNT client, the platform type needs to be "Windows 95/Windows NT". To run a Unix application you have to check the field "Run on Server" on the second form of the Maintain Helper Applications session. This will start the helper application on the Baan Application Server. When you execute this helper application from a Windows client it will start the Unix application in a windows terminal session. 

Don't forget to generate your users menu.

PS:

The Helper Application only works correct with the Dynamic Menu Browser and the Process Menu Browser. Within the Session Menu Browser you can not start Windows applications and only Unix applications regarding the following two options:

· the shellscript-file/command has to have the same name as the extension in the Helper Application and should also be located in the search path of the user;

· Locate the menu in which the data is stored for the particular user and change in the field Ses/Men/Pr/Quer the extension-name in the name of the script/command. The script-file/command should also be located in the search path of the user, or the absolute pathname has to be filled in and may not be longer as 14 characters.

Known problems

Known problems with 16-bit DOS applications (e.g. qbasic.exe or a batch-file) running as "Helper Application" on a NT-client: 
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This problem is related to NTVDM. NTVDM stands for "NT Virtual DOS Machine". 

Also check if your script is not launched from a PIF file with incorrect properties. 

And add to the "config.nt" file, for reserving more memory for DOS-applications, the line: 

SHELL=%systemroot%\system32\command.com /e:2048 

A possible method of submitting DOS batches and 16-bit applications is: 

CMD /C START /B /SEPARATE /WAIT 

As parameter you can give the application name that should be executed or the batch-file name eventually followed by his parameters.

A new DOS console window is created and automatically disappears after having done its job. 

However Baan will receive no confirmation of the fact that the "Helper application" is started successfully appear when the “Helper application” is a batch-file without a third party application, but with in the end an EXIT statement. As result an error message will appear: 
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However the "Helper Application" is executed well. So you can not use this dirty workaround when a next "Helper Application" or session should be started after finishing the first "Helper Application". You then have to remove the EXIT statement at the end of the batch-file and close manually the DOS window. Then no error message will appear, but this needs manually intervention when the batch is ready. Type by example at the end of the batch-file:

Echo “Type “EXIT” followed by <ENTER> or close the DOS window now.

Additional syntax information about “CMD.EXE” and “START”
Syntax “CMD.EXE”

Starts a new instance of the Windows/NT command interpreter

CMD [/X | /Y] [/A | /U] [/Q] [[/C | /K] string]

/C      Carries out the command specified by string and then terminates

/K      Carries out the command specified by string but remains

/Q      Turns the echo off

/A      Causes the output of internal commands to a pipe or file to be ANSI

/U      Causes the output of internal commands to a pipe or file to be Unicode

/T:fg   Sets the foreground/background colors (see COLOR /? for more info)

/X      Enable extensions to the Windows NT version of CMD.EXE

/Y      Disable extensions to the Windows NT version of CMD.EXE

Note that multiple commands separated by the command separator '&&'

are accepted for string if surrounded by quotes

Command Extensions are enabled by default.  You may also disable

extensions for all invocations of the command processor by setting the

following value in the registry to 0

    HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Command Processor\EnableExtensions

The command extensions involve changes and/or additions to the following

commands:

    DEL or ERASE

    COLOR

    CD or CHDIR

    MD or MKDIR

    PROMPT

    PUSHD

    POPD

    SET

    SETLOCAL

    ENDLOCAL

    IF

    FOR

    CALL

    SHIFT

    GOTO

    START (also includes changes to external command invocation)

    ASSOC

    FTYPE

To get specific details, type HELP commandname to view the specifics.

Syntax “START”

Starts a separate window to run a specified program or command.

START ["title"] [/Dpath] [/I] [/MIN] [/MAX] [/SEPARATE | /SHARED]

      [/LOW | /NORMAL | /HIGH | /REALTIME] [/WAIT] [/B] [command/program] [parameters]

    "title"     Title to display in  window title bar.

    path        Starting directory

    I           The new environment will be the original environment passed

                to the cmd.exe and not the current environment.

    MIN         Start window minimized

    MAX         Start window maximized

    SEPARATE    Start 16-bit Windows program in separate memory space

    SHARED      Start 16-bit Windows program in shared memory space

    LOW         Start application in the IDLE priority class

    NORMAL      Start application in the NORMAL priority class

    HIGH        Start application in the HIGH priority class

    REALTIME    Start application in the REALTIME priority class

    WAIT        Start application and wait for it to terminate

    B           Start application without creating a new window. The

                application has ^C handling ignored. Unless the application

                enables ^C processing, ^Break is the only way to interrupt the

                application

    command/program

                If it is an internal cmd command or a batch file then

                the command processor is run with the /K switch to cmd.exe.

                This means that the window will remain after the command

                has been run.

                If it is not an internal cmd command or batch file then

                it is a program and will run as either a windowed application

                or a console application.

    parameters  These are the parameters passed to the command/program

If Command Extensions are enabled, external command invocation

through the command line or the START command changes as follows:

non-executable files may be invoked through their file association just

    by typing the name of the file as a command.  (e.g.  WORD.DOC would

    launch the application associated with the .DOC file extension).

    See the ASSOC and FTYPE commands for how to create these

    associations from within a command script.

When executing an application that is a 32-bit GUI application, CMD.EXE

    does not wait for the application to terminate before returning to

    the command prompt.  This new behavior does NOT occur if executing

    within a command script.

When executing a command line whose first token is CMD without an

    extension or path qualifier, then replaces CMD with the value of the

    COMSPEC variable, thus avoiding picking up random versions of

    CMD.EXE when you least expect them.

When executing a command line whose first token does NOT contain an

    extension, then CMD.EXE uses the value of the PATHEXT

    environment variable to determine which extensions to look for

    and in what order.  The default value for the PATHEXT variable

    is:

        .COM;.EXE;.BAT;.CMD

    Notice the syntax is the same as the PATH variable, with

    semicolons separating the different elements.

When executing a command, if there is no match on any extension, then

looks to see if the name, without any extension, matches a directory name

and if it does, the START command launches the Explorer on that path.

If done from the command line, it is the equivalent to doing a CD /D

to that path.







